MASOOI

Mounted Search and Rescue

Equestrian Standards

Information obtained from the NEWSAR website (http://www.newsar.org/) and reproduced here by the MASOOI Mounted Search and Rescue Team.

Criteria for Mounts

· Horses must be sound and possess a current Coggins Certificate.

· Horses must be relatively quiet and they must not kick or have other behavioral problems that would endanger the safety of others.

· Horses must load and unload quietly.

· Horses must be willing to cross through water.

· Horses must have the ability to traverse steep terrain.

· Horses must not be herd bound and able to travel alone.

· Horses must be shod.

· Horses must be equipped with proper tack (i.e, halter/bridle/lead rope) to safely tie the horse
Criteria for Riders

· Riders must be able to ground mount their horses.

· Riders must exhibit proficiency with their testing mount at walk, trot and canter.

· Riders must be able to complete a basic obstacle course and trail ride simulated search conditions.

· Riders must assume responsibility for any veterinary and farrier services if needed.

· Riders must supply all feed and water as well as other related equipment for their mounts.

· Riders must possess the equivalent of NEWSAR, SAR Responder II skill level.

· Riders must be members of an Organized Search and Rescue Mounted Team.

· Horse and Rider are to receive annual re-certification.  Riders will be certified only on the horses they are tested on.  Riders may be certified on more than one horse.

The Massachusetts State Police Mounted Unit provides certification accepted by NEWSAR.  

